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Thesis Statement

Globalization (via the spread of Internet-based technologies) has empowered grassroots activists to the extent that local environmental issues are being contested by more equally-empowered pro-development and pro-environmental forces. 

The Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion of southwest Oregon/northwest California has been seen both the positive and adverse effects of this phenomenon: although an extensive campaign was mounted to try to have the area set aside as a National Monument in 2000 (Our Campaign: Protect the Klamath-Siskiyou Ark of Biodiversity) this effort failed. 

This paper attempts to make comparisons between this campaign and that of the campaign that suceeded in (temporarily) halting exploration of oil and gas resources in the ANWR.

Outline

1. One of the classic examples of "globalization" (as represented by the dissemination of technology, specifically the Internet) is the Chiapas uprising on the day of the NAFTA enactment, 1 January 1994.  The Zapatistas (EZLN) were able to gain world media attention and thereby promote their cause through postings on the Internet.
2. NGO’s ‘have become highly sophisticated in using market-campaigning techniques…[to]…force retailers to take proactive labor and environmental stances’, thereby encouraging these retailers to apply strong pressure on their MNC suppliers to practice more environmentally-friendly behavior.

3. Local environmental organizations, such as the Siskiyou Regional-Education Project, form (Internet-based) alliances with larger-scale organizations, such as the Wilderness Society and the World Wildlife Fund, to engage in large-scale letter-writing campaigns and media events to effect positive outcomes in contentious issues [provide specific instance of same – the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Campaign is a well-known case]

4. Yet, just as often, local mining interests (e.g. Oregon Independent Miners - http://www.oregon-independent-miners.com/know.htm) form equally-poweful alliances with mining MNCs to promote a pro-development agenda  [provide specific instance of same – perhaps the debate over raising the fees that miners pay for use of Federal lands from the current level of $2.50/acre)
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