PS 348 Globalization . Globalism & The Environment 21 nov 2002 . mark swindle
1. That the environmental damage brought about but the most worst aspects of globalization might be mitigated by political and scientific globalization (international organizations, technological advances, advances in scientific monitoring, communications) – i.e. that problem and response go hand-in-hand
Malthus predicted imminent catastrophe as uncontrolled growth of human population would exceed the planet’s resources, yet we’ve seen, repeatedly (e.g. Green Revolution of the 1960’s, increased efficiencies in resource gathering/processing/distribution, information revolution), a never-ending “dance” between our destructive, excessive growth in population and corresponding resource consumption and our abilities to creatively devise new ways to increase productivity and efficiency and thereby alleviate these catastrophes , much in the same way that Barber describes how Jihad and MacWorld are inextricably intertwined.

Thus it might be argued that the more adverse effects of economic globalization are inevitably accompanied by its more positive effects: the increase in raw intellectual power from having 6 billion brains, the revolution in communications that allows monitoring of the environment and instant sharing of that information; new forms of governance that promote international action on behalf of environmental preservation or restoration. 

What makes our own time so unique is probably best represented by the nuclear age: for the past 50 years we’ve possessed the capability of self-immolation AND destruction of the biosphere.  Even as we’ve pulled back from the brink of global thermonuclear war, we now can focus our attention more fully on a much slower, less-easily circumscribed set of catastrophes:  we are now in the midst of the fifth major extinction event, we have an unparalleled buildup of greenhouse gases which, if based on previous assessments of the relationship between global temperature and CO2 levels, suggest catastrophic increases in global temperatures over the coming century (or centuries); the CFC/ozone problem; rainforest destruction, depletion of fisheries, etc etc

Rather than thinking of Globalism as something “good” or “evil” maybe it’s more useful just to treat it as a phenomenon if, concurrent with its problems, it contains within its systems solutions –something akin to Barber’s thesis that MacWorld and Jihad go hand-in-hand.

It then seems no accident that an organization such as the EPA came about in the 70’s, or that the Kyoto Accord on Reduction of greenhouse gases was developed in the 90’s, or that MNCs currently specializing in fossil fuels are some of the primary agents for rapid advances in the development of renewable energy – solar, geothermal, wind, fuel cells and biomass; or that transnational alliances of environmental and conservation groups were able to bear enough pressure to bear on the US Senate to (at least temporarily) halt oil extraction in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge)
Held (esp. “8.2.3 Global problems, global responses” p 386-89)
“…at a cultural level, the recognition and estimation of environmental degradation is clearly linked to an expanding transnational network of scientists and pressure groups whose arguments and analyses spread rapidly all over the globe”

responses to globalization of environmental problems occur in these facets:

· Cultural, intellectual and scientific networks that both track and expose global and regional forms of environmental degradation and are able to construct and disseminate models of global environmental connectedness

· International and transnational political networks and organizations that seek to regulate environmental degradation

· Global and regional environmental institutions, laws, conventions and protocols
“In the postwar era there has been afurther globalization of scientific discourse and the scientific community.  This has occurred because of the increasing ease of international communication and travel and the spread of scientific research and teaching…these scientific debates have been important catalysts in the political acceptance of environmentl threats and an important component of the formation and institutionalization of international environmental organizations.”
· Formation of the EPA in the US in 1970

· Formation of Green Parties in Europe and US 1980’s/1990’s

· Increasing strength and linkage of NGOs (Greenpeace, EarthFirst, Sierra Club, etc)

· London Dumping Convention (1972), MARPOL (1978), UN Law of the Sea (1982), Basel Convention (1989), Vienna and Montreal Protocols on CFCs (1985, 1987), Kyoto Protocol (2002)
Yearley:

“…there have been increased international collaboration and coordinated action on environmental themes.  Many policies have had to be formulated cross-nationally; campaign organizations have internationalized; there have been new UN bodies established in the environmental field; and there have been innovations in international science.”
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Tonnage of CFCs generated by major CFC users
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Yearley:
“The double standards in this trade [export of environmental waste to poor, developing countries] are, however, immediatelt apparent and disclosures in the 1980’s led to protests in the receiving countries as well as in the North.  Through bodies such as the Organization of African Unity, the receiving countries…were able to cooperate in pushing up standards and in 1989 the United Nations Environment Programme agreed on international conventions regulating the trade in wastes, namely the Basel Convention…”

The Eco-Mercenaries (NYTimes, 4aug02 Jack Hitt)
http://66.175.57.46/archives/Environment/020804a.htm
As Knights explains it, there was a time when it was sufficient to merely inform the public about some ecological problem and then await a governmental response: the Clean Air Act, some endangered-species filing, a ban on whaling. But in the global economy, passing legislation is no longer enough. So [Wild Aid] are training armed combatants to enforce the law around the globe.

“Just as business has globalized, it was inevitable that environmentalism would, too. WildAid is only one example of the expansion of environmentalism along the same routes (both legal and illegal) that trade has followed. Strange bedfellows have found each other, forming alliances that please both the greens who want to protect habitats and the financiers who are eager to preserve stable markets.”

In Russia, WildAid-trained rangers have helped save the Siberian tiger from being hunted into extinction. In Thailand and Cambodia, they defend the most-hunted animals of the jungle (elephant, tiger, turtle, monkey, snake). In the Galapagos Islands, WildAid is assisting maritime rangers in interdicting suppliers of shark fins, the demand for which has skyrocketed since shark-fin soup is the first indulgence of the upwardly mobile Chinese middle class. In May, the U.S. State Department took notice, awarding WildAid an $80,000 grant to help them expand their efforts.
2. That neo-liberal, politically-democratic nations have a better track record of responding to pressures for environmental remedies. Examining the behavior of former Soviet bloc nations and the current pollution levels of Communist China, might this suggest that market-driven economies are more agile in coming to terms with environmental degradation than state-controlled economies?

Held
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"Capitalist economies of the West have been joined as agents of environmental degradation, by both southern industrialization and state socialist industrialization...The latter was distinguished by its unique capacity to be more environmentally problematic and myopic than the most rapacious capitalism."
Yearley:

“…car owners in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe are likely to cause far more pollution than their counterparts because their cars are dirtier and less efficient.  The same is true of power stations in the former state socialist countries”
“…certain kinds of pollution and environmental damage are diminishing in the North (because of tighter regulations or because of technological advances)”
(EU - rather than the US - as a model of the changing behavior of OECD nations)
The Growth Illusion, Richard Douthwaite (1999 New Society Pub)
“The remarkable difference in attitude to global warming on the two sides of the Atlantic is demonstrated by the fact that Europe-based firms like BP and Shell no longer regard themselves as oil companies but as all-around energy suppliers and are heavily involved in the development of renewable energy sources. Indeed BP is the world leader in the conversion of the sun’s energy into electricity by photovoltaics while Shell, although involved in solar too, is more active with energy from wind and biomass…”

Honda Takes Up Case in U.S. for Green Energy (NYTimes, 12 jun 2002, Danny Hakim) 
http://66.175.57.46/archives/Environment/020612a.htm
[Honda], based in Japan and ranked fifth in sales in the United States, has led the industry in the development of fuel-saving technologies.
"They've sensed there's a market allure to being green, and they've worked at it," said Peter Pestillo, a former vice chairman of Ford and now chief executive of the auto supply giant Visteon.
A $12 Million Plan to Save the Forests by Buying Them

http://66.175.57.46/archives/Environment/011223a.htm
The Open Space Institute, one of the largest conservation groups in the Northeast, has set aside $12 million to help land trusts protect some of the largest and best-known forest areas in the Adirondacks, the Green Mountains of Vermont, and the White Mountains of New Hampshire.

Reference website:
http://66.175.57.46/archives/Environment/index.htm






